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Abstract

Women'’s higher education in India has undergon@&rgpantitative expansion over t
past decade, yet despated soc-economic inequalitiesand institutional deficiencie
continue to shape access, participation, and owdsonihis paper presents an empir
analysis of secondary national de— primarily from the Allndia Survey on Highe
Education (AISHE) 202122 and related educational tistics — to examine how soc-
economic and institutional factors influence wonseparticipation in tertiary education. I
situating trends within broader so-economic contexts and policy frameworks, the pi
identifies critical avenues for enhancirender equity in Indian higher educati

Women's education has a significant social impamtver fertility rates, infant mortalit
rates, and maternal mortality rates are only adéthhe most evident soc-economic benefits
Bridging the educational gder gap promotes gender equality and it is vitahboside anc
outside the classroom in ensuring equal rights @pybrtunities for people of all gende
Increases in the number of women educated in aomegre linked to high levels
development suclas the development of the economy. Women's educaimeases the
salaries which helps the economy flourish. Womeetiucation leads to womer
empowerment.

Keywords: Women education, Fertility, Mortality. Equality, ger equity, higher educatic
socioeconomic barriers, AISH

Introduction

Education is widely acknowledged as a foundationachanism for individue
empowerment and national development. In Indiagttgansion of higher education has b
a central policy objective, with a focus oncreasing access and improving equity
disadvantaged groups. Women, in particular, haes laepriority within this policy paradig
due to historical gender disparities in educatioahinment and labour force outcon
Women's education refers to i type of education that aims to improve the knowéedgd
abilities of women and girls. It covers general ation in schools and colleges, vocatic
and technical education, professional educatiod, laualth education, among other thir
and incorporees all facilities and opportunities for female rlears. The socioeconon
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impact of women's education has spawned a burggdigld of investigation in internation
development. Increases in the number of women ¢eldida a region are linked to higevels
of development. Some of the consequences are linkeeéconomic growth. Womer
education raises their earnings and contribut€3D® growth. Other side effects are linkec
societal progress.

Women's education has a host of societal benmany of which are tied to womer
empowerment. The Indian government has stated @ngsttcommitment to univers
education; however, India continues to have onds's lowest female literacy rates.
2020, the female literacy rate is 70.3 percent|ying that 29.7% of women in India rems
illiterate today. This low literacy rate has a sevanfluence not only on women's lives |
also on their families lives and the economic depelent of their country. Illiterate wome
according to various studiehave a high risk of fertility and mortality, paautritional status
little economic potential, and little household audamy. The health and w-being of a
woman's children are also negatively affected byldek of education. In India, for examy
infant mortality was found to be inversely assamiatvith the mother’s educational level
the present study

Over the past decade, India has witnessed remarkadreases in the number of won
accessing higher education institutions (HEIs).@dmc¢ to the Alldndia Survey on Highe
Education (AISHE) —an annual data collection initiative of the Minysof Education—
female enrolment in higher education increased fapproximately 1.57 crore in 2C-15 to
2.07 crore in 202122, reflecting roughha 32 % increase over this period. Female stuc
now comprise about 48 % of total higher educatiorolnent, marking significant progre
toward gender parity in participation. Despite thggomising trends, so-economic ant
institutional challengesontinue to shape women’s access and outcomes emhegucation
Issues such as uneven representation across gissiplower participation in technical fielc
socioeconomic barriers, and institutional inade@sacinderscore the complexity of gen
equity in the Indian context.

This paper synthesises empirical evidence fromonati datasets to explore the
dynamics and analyse how structural factors infteemvomen’s participation in high
education.

Literature Review

Understanding women’s acis and participation in higher education requ
engagement with literature across several thenkatiges: quantitative trends in enrolme
socioeconomic determinants, institutional barriers, gudicy responses. The impact
women's education on grélwwcan be measured in a variety of ways, accortiracademics
Typically, studies focus on the gender disparityeducational attainment between boys
girls, rather than just the level of educationiattd by women. This makes it easier to disc
between the special effects of women's educationtl@dyeneral benefits of education.
worth noting that some studies, particularly oldees, focus solely on women's ove
educational attainment. Examining the percentagenef and women who graate from
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each stage of school is one approach to gauge temludavels. Examining the avera
number of years of schooling received by membemach gender is a similar, more pre«
method. Because literacy is one of the early angpmgoals of the <hool, a third approac
looks at literacy rates by gender. This shows mbf bow much education was given, but &
how effective it was. The most popular techniquadsess economic progress is to exal
changes in GDP growth. Correlations are exan across multiple countries and periods
determine that a link exists. The result is usuallpretty constant average effect, tho
fluctuation over time can be measured as welt &él$o possible to examine the advantage
education for an individal. This is accomplished by first calculating tlestcof schooling an
the amount of revenue gained during the years spethool. The net return is the differer
between the entire gain in income owing to educadiod the sum of these two valu

Effects on economic developmer

Women's education benefits both people and cosntlé&e. Throughout their live
people who invest in education make a net prof profitability of education, according
estimates of the private rate of return,indisputable, universal, and global, according
Harry Patrinos, the lead education economist aMbdd Bank. If female education increas
human capital, productivity, and economic growthtla same rate as male educat
women's educational disadiage is economically wasteful. The economic beénedf
women's education, measured as the economic raetuwh to education, are equivalent
those of men's education, according to researcumed around the world. As a result,
gender gap inducation is undesirable in terms of its effecteoanomic development. Wh
a country is just moderately impoverished, the aftd the educational gender gap is m
obvious. As a country rises out of extreme povettye incentive to invest in wom
increases. Women's education promotes the equiyadilincome distribution in a society,
addition to overall economic growth. Increased woimeducation is critical to attaining tl
goal since it focuses on underprivieged women, wdre a particully vulnerable
demographic. There is also evidence that a devejoppuntry's lower gender discrepancy
educational attainment correlates with a sociédyier total economic disparit

Effects on social development

Education for women has a tremous social impact. Reduced fertility rates, lo
infant mortality rates, and lower maternal deatiesaare only a few of the most noticee
socioeconomic benefits. Closing the gender gap in edutaiso promotes gender equal
which is vital bothm and of it because it assures that people ofesitigrs have equal rigf
and opportunities. Women benefit cognitively froehsoling. Women's quality of life |
enhanced by improved cognitive abilities, whichoatgve additional advantages. Educ:
women, for example, are better able to make h-related decisions for themselves and t
children. Increased political participation amongmen is also linked to cognitive abilitie
Educated women are more likely to participate imicciengagement ai attend politica
meetings, and there are multiple examples of eddcatomen in developing countri
securing benefits for themselves through politelivities. There is further evidence tl
countries with welleducated women have a higher chanceemocratic administratiol
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There are other advantages associated with a wemaa' at home. Domestic abuse
less common among educated women, regardless ef stitial status markers such
employment position. Women with a higher level dueatior are also more involved |
family decisionmaking and report making more decisions over tiffleese advantags
extend to financial decisions in particular. Asidem the intrinsic advantage of boosting
woman's agency, having women take a more active in the family also benefits fami
members socially. Children, particularly girls, ar®re likely to attend school when th
mother is educated. Adult literacy initiatives dadirectly aid to teach mothers the value
education and urge them to s their children to school in households where theéh®iois
uneducated. Children benefit from having an educatether over an educated father fc
variety of reasons, including higher survival ragesl better nutritior

Limitation of impact

Women'seducation has a lesser impact on development iticplar situations. Ir
locations where there is a lot of poverty, the eroie benefits of investing in women ¢
substantially smaller. In some circumstances, wdsneducation is of poorer quality th
men's, reducing its efficacy. This tendency is somets accompanied by what is known &
"hidden curriculum™ in schools, which reinforcestpaular ideals. Because of the emph:
on males' superiority, educated women may foregmamic prospects in four of lower-
paying traditionally female employment, resulting bad economic and social outconr
Curricula can also be differentiated based on gemidesome circumstances. It promo
traditional gender roles by employing educatiomali®mnments and aterials to reinforc
gendered views about women's primary responséslito their families, which include the
job and education. Female students study needlewortsehold science, and child welfare
primary school, whilst male students study wand metal crafts. Male students have ac
to technical and vocational training in secondatyo®| that female students do not. There
other instances where women's education aids -development but is ineffective for
family. In India, the majoty of working women are employed in traditionallgniale-
dominated fields such as teaching, medicine, ngrsind social work. As a result, the cour
faces a significant problem: a high proportion oemployment among educated wom
Furthermore, whilanvesting in women's education has a better t@airn when looking &
all levels of education, investing in men has @bigate of return through primary schc

Relationship between Women education and So~-economic factors in India

Communitiesall around India might serve as useful case stuidiesiemonstrating th
complicated interaction between education and sgowomic systems. Traditior
conservative thinking, early marriage, child lahaud structural and institutional reasons
just a few of the societal factors that have kept worfrem getting an education in Ind
Men are 80.9 percent literate, while women are @kfcent literate, indicating a genc
discrepancy in literacy across the country. Whildid as a whole appears support the thes
that a lack of female education is a barrier tonecoic development, a closer examinatior
the relationship between education and socioeca®rbetween states reveals a n
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complicated picture. The complexity of educatiorhich is both a cause and an effect
social and economic issues, can be illustratedoyparing state:

Kerala, in the southern state of India, has thehdst female literacy rate, at 91.
percent. In Kerala, 26.9% of female students apeeted to seek Fher education, where:
19.3% of male students are. The state's Gross Dmnireduct (GDP) is ranked 11th out
all Indian states. The unusually high female litgraate, especially when compared to
national rate of 65.46 percent, can be linked historical, societal emphasis placed
women in comparison to other Indian states. Kehala one of the lowest rates of et
marriage in India since women have the power terimhhe land and choose their partn
The lowest fertility rate in Kera, which achieved—below replacement level fertility tw
decades ahead of the hidia target year of 2011, is the strongest linkveen education:
impacts on social systems. Educated women are lhaadniave more opportunities that ne
more time thara woman can handle with more children, and educatmtien have mor
knowledge, access, and choice in family planningads such as contraceptives. As wor
feel more confident and capable in their kid's Garé are more informed of health practic
the state has the lowest infant and child mortalityesain Indi—a universal measure
educational influence. Rajasthan, with a femabgdity rate of 52.66 percent, is the state
the lowest female literacy. Male students in Ragstpursue higher ucation at a rate ¢
20.8 percent, while female students enrolled ate of 14.9 percen

Socio-Economic Barriers

Socioeconomic conditions play a pivotal role in shaphigher education access f
women. Lower household income, limited financiaources for tuition and accommodatit
and entrenched gender norms often restrict womedh'scational trajectories, especially
rural and marginalised communiti

While AISHE data often tracks enrolment and insiiial metrics, broader sor-
economicresearch points to persistent inequalities thaim@mice access to tertiary educati
For instance, gender norms, early marriage, domessiponsibilities, and labour divisi
contribute to differential participation rates a&&3®oci-economic groups.

Policy frameworks like the National Education PgI{&NEP) 2020 emphasise inclusi
access, equity, and quality improvement in higheucation. Targeted scholarst
programmes, girls’ hostel facilities, and affirnvati action are among the mechanis
desgned to enhance women’s participation. However, dffiectiveness of these measu
varies across regions and institutional ty

Methodological Framework
Given the focus on secondary analysis, this stunhyguily utilises data fron

All India Survey onHigher Education (AISHE) 20—22: Provides detailed informatic
on enrolment, faculty, institutions, gender panitgices, and other educational indicat

78
* Relish Publications, > raavipublications@gmail.com
Amrapali Apartment, Canal Road,
Baramati (MS) India. Pin- 413102 9665841996




ISSN:3108-253X
Special Issue -lI,
R A AV I Pemraj Sarda College, Ahilyanagar
,”V.‘ \\?’@

y 4
RAAVI N An International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research

Supplementary data points from government presasek and media analyses of AIS
findings to contextualise trends.

The analytical approach involves descriptive diaas summarisation of key variable
complemented by thematic interpretation groundesbitic-economic theory and institutior
analysis. According to AISHE 20-22 data, total femalenrolment in higher education stc
at 2.07 crore, accounting for 48 % of overall shidenrolment across Indian Housem
enrolment has increased significantly over the gastde

In 201445, female enrolment was approximately 1.57 cBye2021-22, it rose to 2.0
crore, a growth of roughly 32 %. These figureseadfla sustained upward trend, indicai
improved access and participation for wor

Socio-Economic Determinants

Socioeconomic status influences access to higher educdtowerhousehold incom
often correlates with delayed or limited tertiargricipation, particularly for women wt
may face competing domestic or economic pressaitd®ugh AISHE data does not direc
capture household income metrics, the broader rpatie enrolment suggests that wom
from economically disadvantaged backgrounds mapwamter barriers related to affordabil
and opportunity cost.

Institutional infrastructure— including campus safety mechanisms, girls’ hos
transport connectivity, andeqde-responsive facilities —influence women’s ability ti
participate in higher education, especially at uneergraduate and residential levels. Pc
initiatives aimed at expanding hostel facilitiesdasafety measures are ongoing but \
widely acres states and institutional tyf

Conclusion

Women'’s higher education in India has made sulbstasuiantitative gains over the pi
decade, with increased enrolment and growing gepdety across academic levels. Y
socioeconomic and institutionafactors continue to shape unequal participation
outcomes. Improving gender equity in Indian higleztucation requires mt-pronged
strategies that address economic inequalitiesipdiisary segregation, faculty representati
and institutional cultte. Sustained policy focus, combined with ~driven institutiona
reforms, can help unlock the full potential of wamas both learners and contributors
India’s educational and economic grov

The study concludes that women's education haga #cial influence. Only a few ¢
the most visible socioeconomic benefits includedoyiertility rates, infant mortality rate
and maternal mortality rates. Closing the genderigaeducation promotes gender equa
which is important both within and oide education since it ensures that people o
genders have equal rights and opportuni
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