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Abstract

This paper examines the complex relationship betweemanhood, marginality, ar
access to education through a detailed analysBaaia’s autobiographical woiKarukku
Within the frameworks of Dalit feminism and intecienality, the study explores hocaste
and gender intersect to shape the educational iexges of marginalised women in Ind
The paper argues thaarukkt not only documents systemic discrimination wit
educational and religious institutions but alscsprés education as a tranmative force tha
fosters resistance, sekalisation, and identity formation. Through a eldextual analysis
the study highlights how narratives of marginaliseoimen challenge dominant discour
and demand inclusivity in academic spaces. Ultity; the paper underscores the importa
of integrating such narratives into mainstream anad discourse to create a more equiti
educational system.
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Introduction

Education is widely recognised as a powerful imeeat of social transformatio
offering individualsthe opportunity to transcend sc-economic limitations and achie
empowerment. However, access to education is nallgcdistributed across different soc
groups. In India, deeply entrenched structures asitec and patriarchy continue to rest
edwcational opportunities for marginalised communitgarticularly women. The intersecti
of caste and gender creates a unique set of chaBetihat shape the experiences of [
women in profound ways.

Stories from marginalized women help reveal theroblems. They show what it's real
like to face exclusion, discrimination, and to besilien—things often missing fror
mainstream discussions. Karukku by Bama is an itapbexample. First published in Tar
in 1992, it is a key work in Dalit literate and gives a direct, honest look at the authdgs
as a Dalit Christian woman.

The title Karukku which refers to the serrated edges of palm leasygmbolises bot
pain and resilience. The narrative is charactertseits fragmented structure, refting the
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complexities of lived experience. Through her aiggtaphical account, Bama critiqu
social, educational, and religious institutions therpetuate inequality and marginalisat

This paper analyses hoWarukkl represents the journey of a miaaised womar
navigating the challenges of educational accesxdimines how education functions as
a site of oppression and a means of empowermethth@w Bama’s narrative contributes ti
broader understanding of womanhood and marginaBty. stuating the text within th
frameworks of intersectionality and Dalit feminisnthe study aims to highlight tt
transformative potential of education while als@@sing its limitations within an uneqt
society.

Objectives of the Study
1. To critically amalyse the representation of educatioKarukku

2. To examine the intersection of caste and gendeshiaping the protagonist
experiences.

3. To explore the role of education in fostering resise and seawarenes

4. To understand narrative asool for articulating marginalised womanho

5. To evaluate the implications of Bama'’s narrativeifclusive educational practic
Theoretical Framework

This study uses the ideas intersectionality and Dalit feminism. Intersectionality
introduced byKimberlé Crenshaw, shows how social categories fdae, class, and genc
connect and create overlapping discrimination.nldid, caste is a key part of identity tr
along with gender, shapes the lives of Dalit wor

Dalit feminism questions both nnstream feminism and dominant caste views
focusing on the unique experiences of Dalit wontgcholars like Sharmila Rege highlic
how important Dalit women'’s stories are for undamsling caste and gender oppression.
approach fits well for studyqmKarukku, since it centers on a Dalit woman faaimgny kinds
of marginalization.

Paulo Freire’s idea of education as a way to aehieeedom also helps us see
education can be transformative in this story. reréelieves education should help pe
understand their society and question unfair sys.

Analysis
1. Education as a Site of Exclusion and Discriminatio

In Karukky education is shown as both promising and prokiiembi offers hope fo
empowerment, but is also a place where caste mination happens again and again. B
shares her school experiences, where she becomeaware of her caste and the stigma

comes with it.
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Teachers and peers often treat her differentlyyfeeting a sense of inferiority. T
curriculum itself isdisconnected from the realities of marginalised camities, furthe
alienating students like Bama. These experiencghlipht how educational institution
rather than being neutral spaces, are embeddethwithader social hierarchii

The story showshat just having access to education does not reearyone is treate
equally. Even in the classroom, Dalit students fagth obvious and hidden discriminatic
which makes it hard for them to take part fulljearning

2. Intersection of Caste and Geder

One of the central themes Karukkuis the intersection of caste and gender. As a |
woman, Bama faces a dual burden of oppression.e/aiste determines her social posit
gender shapes the expectations placed upon hevibehand aspiration

The narrative represents how patrial norms restrict women’s access to educa
often prioritising domestic responsibilities overademic pursuits. At the same time, c-
based discrimination limits opportunities and remsés social boundaries. This intersectic
perspective highligis the inadequacy of analysing gender or castoiation

Bama’s experiences demonstrate that educationasacis not merely a matter
institutional availability but is deeply influencdxy social and cultural factors. The interp
of caste and ge&ler creates barriers that are both structural aydhmlogical, affecting th
confidence and selferception of marginalised wome

3. Awakening and Critical Consciousnes

Despite the challenges she faces, education plaggcal role in Bama'’s intelctual and
emotional development. Through her engagement httature and learning, she begins
question the injustices she encour—this process of questioning marks the emergen
critical consciousness.

Education helps Bama see that what goes through is not just her own problem
part of a bigger system of oppression. This rettisachanges her, moving her from ji
accepting things to actively resisting them. Theatave thus shows how important educat
is for building awarenessd critical thinking

However, this awakening is not without conflict. Bama becomes more aware of so
injustices, she also becomes more disillusionel thi¢ institutions that perpetuate them. 1
tension between awareness and disillusionments throughout the narrative.

4. Narrative as a Form of Resistanc

The act of writingKarukkt itself is a powerful form of resistance. By sharihgr
experiences, Bama challenges dominant narrativas nifarginalise Dalit voices. The te
disrupts conventiaad literary forms, employing a fragmented, nonlinstucture that reflect
the complexities of lived experien
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Through her narrative, Bama reclaims her identity asserts her agency. She refuse
conform to societal expectations and instead cg a space for her voice within the litere
and academic landscape. This act of storytellinigoih personal and political, highlightii
the transformative power of narrati

The text also serves as a collective voice for mafiged communities, brincg
attention to issues that are often ignored or eddn In this senseKarukkt transcends
individual experience and becomes a broader conaneah social inequalit

5. Transformative Potential of Educatior

While Karukku critiques the limitations of eccational institutions, it also highlights tl
transformative potential of education. For Bamayocadion becomes a means of achie\
selfrespect and independence. It enables her to chelleppressive norms and assert
identity.

The narrative suggesthat education, when combined with critical awass, can sen
as a powerful tool for social change. It allows iiduals to question authority, res
injustice, and envision alternative possibilitieBama’s journey from a marginalis
background tdecoming a writer and intellectual exemplifies tiénsformative potenti:

However, the narrative also emphasises that edurcatone is not sufficient to disman
systemic inequalities. Structural changes are acgsto create a truly inclusive d
equitable educational system.

6. Critique of Religious and Academic Institutions

An important aspect dfarukkt is its critique of religious institutions, partieuly the
Church. Despite its emphasis on equality and cosipas the Church is depicted
perpetuating caste hierarchies. Bama’s disillusemmwith the Church reflects a broas
critique of institutions that fail to uphold theirofessed value

Similarly, academic institutions are criticised foeir lack of inclusivity. The absence
representation and the persistence of discriminapoagtices create an environment the
often hostile to marginalised individuals. Theséigques highlight the need for systen
reform in both religious and educational institas

7. From Margins to Academia: A Journey of Resilienc

The central theme of this paper, ‘the journey framargins to academia’, is vivid
illustrated inKarukku Bama'’s life story is one of resilience and deieation. Despite facin
numerous obstacles, she perseveres ees education as a means of transforme

Her journey is not linear but is marked @&, disillusionment, and sediscovery. It

reflects the broader experiences of marginalisesh@owho navigate complex social realit
in their pursuit of educationThis journey underscores the importance of suppgstems
representation, and inclusive practices in fatifithaccess to educatic
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Conclusion

Karukku is an important book that gives deep insights iftow womanhooc

marginalization, and access to education conndubuigh her story, Bama reveals the d
inequalities faced by marginalized women and alsows how education can help bri
change.

The dudy demonstrates that education is both a sit®ppfression and a means

empowerment. While it can reproduce social hiefiassht can also challenge and transfc
them. The key lies in creating educational envirenta that are inclusive, equitaband
responsive to the needs of marginalised commut

Incorporating narratives likKarukkuinto academic discourse is essential for fosteai

more nuanced understanding of social inequalitichSwoarratives not only enrich litera
studies but alsoamtribute to broader discussions on education,cppland social justice
Ultimately, the journey from margins to academianigt just about access but ab
recognition, dignity, and the right to be he
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