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Abstract

The economic and social contributions made by woerdgrepreneurs, the obstacles t
encounter, and thémportance of government policies and institutioficdmeworks ir
enabling their progress. The study stresses thateriag women’s entrepreneur
participation is vital for achieving inclusive amstistainable growth.Wom-led enterprise
have become dagmificant element of India’s economic advancemamd social change. Ov
recent decades, women have increasingly engageentirepreneurial ventures, there
strengthening national growth. To bridge gendersgap business ownership, varic
initiatives have been introduced by the government, finanaigtitutions, and suppo
organizations. Key institutions such as the Minigif Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise
along with schemes like the Sti-Up India initiative and the Prime Minister's Empfaognt
Generation Programme, have played a pivotal roempowering women entreprene This
research examines the trajectory of women entreprship in India, highlighting th
opportunities available to women in diverse sectange also addressing ttchallenges the
continue to hinder their full participation and sess

Keywords : Women Entrepreneurship, India, Economic Developmer8ocial
Transformation, Inclusive Growth, Sustainable Depetent, Government Initiative
Institutional Support, Busiss Ownership, Opportunities and Challenges, Wc¢
Empowerment

Introduction :

Entrepreneurship is widely acknowledged as a csttdty innovation, competitivenes
and economic growth. It stimulates the creatione# ventures, drives efficiency in rerce
utilization, and generates employment opportunitiedndia, entrepreneurship has becon
vital tool for addressing developmental challenged promoting inclusive progress. Wit
this context, women entrepreneurs are increasisighping the soo-economic fabric of th
nation. Their involvement not only strengthens etwdd income but also contributes
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community development and challenges traditionadge norms. Wome-led enterprises al
emerging across diverse sectors, ranging from keafts and textiles to modern industri
such as IT services, healthcare, and educ. Women entrepreneurship refers to the initia
taken by women to establish, organize, and managmdss enterprises independently ¢
partnership. Over the past felecades, their participation has grown steadileegng rising
education levels, greater awareness, and expamgipgrtunities. This trend has enhan
both economic productivity and social empowerm&yt.venturing into areas such as re
trade, sevice industries, food processing, manufacturing gechnolog-driven businesse
women entrepreneurs are creating jobs and fosteningvation. Their contribution is ni
limited to economic growth but extends to buildiconfidence, se-reliance, ancdecision-
making capacity among women.

Government policies and institutional support hphag/ed a crucial role in nurturing tr
growth. The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enprises has introduced traini
programs, financial schemes, and busindevelopment services to encourage wol
entrepreneurs. Initiatives such as the S-Up India Scheme and the Prime Ministe
Employment Generation Programme provide financssistance and motivate women
establish enterprises. These measures haveed reduce gender disparities in busir
ownership and created pathways for women to ppdieimore actively in the entrepreneu
ecosystem. Women entrepreneurship also contribsigsificantly to improving family
welfare and elevating the social us of women. As women gain financial independe
they enhance household income and play a stromderim community development. Tt
empowerment fosters social transformation by breglstereotypes and promoting eque
Overall, the rise of women #&epreneurs in India is a key driver of nationabgress. Thei
participation strengthens the economy, promotesvation, and ensures inclusive grow
By providing adequate resources, training, and dppdies, India can harness the 1
potential ofwomen entrepreneurship to achieve sustainable aj@vent

Research Methodology

The research is based on existing data which idaée@ on the internet, magazin:
journals and books.

Literature Review

1. Mrs. Bharathy, Dr. Narayan Kayarkatte. "Women Eote@eurship In Ind- A Review
Of Related Literature".International Journal Of &ree Research Thoughts ISSN:2-
2882, Vol.9, Issue 7. The researcher reviewed Woenérepreneurship in India h
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gainedprominence over the past three decades, contriptdiboth economic growt
and social empowerment. Studies highlight that woe@repreneurs face persist
challenges such as limited access to finance, -cultural barriers, and inadequ
institutional support. Government initiatives like St-Up India and PMEGP hay
provided financial and training opportunities, geps remain in implementation a
longterm impact. Existing literature between 2011 a@8®shows progress but lac
systematic evalation of women’s entrepreneurial development. Dipsns avenues fi
future research to build conceptual frameworks adfess unexplored aspect:
women entrepreneurship in Inc

Lavanya, E., & Singh, C. B. (2021). A systematiadytof women entrepneurship ant
its role in promoting inclusive and sustainablerexmuic growth.International Journal f
Multidisciplinary ResearcHSSN: 25822160, Volume 8,Issue 2. This Paper exam
women entrepreneurship plays a vital role in dgvimclusive and sitainable growth ir
developing economies. While won-led enterprises contribute to innovation,
creation, and community resilience, persistentibarisuch as limited finance, gen
bias, and inadequate institutional support highligle need for songer policies an
supportive ecosystems.

Singh, Y., Dubey, S., & Dwivedi, A. (2020). Explog women entrepreneuri
ecosystem with factors affecting startup and growtbkpecial emphasis ¢
entrepreneurship development programs. Interndtiimanal o Creative Researc
Thoughts (IJCRT) ISSN: 23-2882 Volume 14, Issue 2 .The study reflected Wo
entrepreneurship in India drives inclusive growtll &annovation but continues to fa
sociocultural, financial, and institutional barriersr&tgthening eosystem elements lik
funding, mentorship, policy support, and EDPs ig@l for enhancing startt
performance and women’s entrepreneurial suc

Objectives of The Study :

1.

2.

To understand the concept and significance of woemtérepreneurship in Ind

To evaluate the impact of government programs afidig®in encouraging wome
entrepreneurs.

To explore the major difficulties and barriers fdd® women entreprenet

To assess the role of women entrepreneurs in boiititg to economic growth ar
development.

226
* Relish Publications, > raavipublications@gmail.com
Amrapali Apartment, Canal Road,
Baramati (MS) India. Pin- 413102 9665841996




ISSN:3108-253X
Special Issue -,

3 R A AVI Pemraj Sarda College, Ahilyanagar
g

) é
Ke 4
“ ge

RAAVI+E> An International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research

5. To recommend effective strategies for promoting stneingthening wome
entrepreneurship in India.

Concept and Significance of Women Entrepreneurshijn India
1.1 Concept of Women Entrepreneurshij

Women entrepreneurship refers to the proceswhich women initiate, organize, al
manage business enterprises by taking financied asd responsibilities. It involves wom
identifying business opportunities, mobilizing resmes, and running enterpris
independently or in partnership.

In India, women entrepreneurship has gained importance dusing education level:
government support, access to finance, and growimgreness about women’s econo
empowerment. Women entrepreneurs operate in vargedors such as sm-scale
manufacturing, retail trade, handicrafts, agricult-based industries, food processi
services, and technology.

Women entrepreneurship not only creates-employment opportunities but al
contributes to innovation, productivity, and economrogress. Many womeled enterprises
are part of the small business ecosystem suppbytéastitutions like the Ministry of Micrc
Small and Medium Enterprise

1.2 Significance of Women Entrepreneurship In Indi¢

Women entrepreneurship has multiple economic andlalsbenefits. It plays a
important role in strengthening the national ecop@md improving gender equali

Major Significance:

1. Economic Growth: Women entrepreneurs contribute to national incangeincreas
overall economic productivity.

2. Employment Generation: Womer-owned businesses create job opportunitie:
others, especially in small and medium enterpi

3. Women Empowerment: Entrepreneurship helps women become financ
independent and improves their deci-making power.

4. Poverty Reduction: Womer-led enterprises help increase household income
improve living standards.
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5. Regional and Rural Developmer : Many women entrepreneurs operate in rural a
promoting local industries such as handicraftsfand processin

Diagram : Role of Wamen Entrepreneurship In Economic Developmer

Women Entrepreneurship

Economic Growth Employment Innovation

| Generation |

Women Empowerment

Social Development

Evaluation of The Impact of Government Programs andPolicies in Encouraging
Women Entrepreneurship

Government programs and policies in India have edag significant role in promotir
women entrepreneurship by providing financial supportairing opportunities, an
institutional assistance. Various initiatives lalned by the government aim to reduce bari
faced by women and encourage them to participate@eic in business and econon
activities.

One of the major institutions supporting entrepreskip development is the Ministry
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, which providesning programs, skill developme
initiatives, and financial assistance to women eprigneurs. Ttse programs help wome
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develop managerial skills, gain business knowledge] access resources necessar)
starting and expanding enterprit

Several government schemes have also been intddce encourage wome
entrepreneurs. For example, the S-Up India Scheme provides financial assistance
bank loans to women to establish new enterprisesanufacturing, services, or tradi
sectors. Similarly, the Prime Minister's Employmé&¢neration Programme offers financ
subsidies and support for tseg up micreenterprises, which benefits many won
entrepreneurs, especially in rural and «urban areas.

The impact of these programs can be seen in thheasing number of wom-owned
enterprises across different sectors such as,rétaidicrals, food processing, and serv
industries. Government initiatives have helped womain access to credit facilities, deve
entrepreneurial skills, and build confidence in aging businesses. These programs
contribute to employment generation é&economic growth.

However, despite the positive impact, some chaélengtill exist. Many wome
entrepreneurs are not fully aware of the availagbemes, and difficulties in access
financial institutions and bureaucratic procedusemetimes limit th effectiveness of thes
policies. In addition, social and cultural barrienay still discourage women from pursu
entrepreneurship.

Overall, government programs and policies have madggnificant contribution t
encouraging women entrepreneurship India. With improved awareness, simplifi
procedures, and better implementation of theseiivies, women entrepreneurs can furt
strengthen their role in economic development aiasempowerme

Major Barriers Faced By Women Entrepreneurs

Women atrepreneurs in India contribute significantly t@oeomic developmen
employment generation, and social progress. Howewany women face several obstac
while starting and managing their businesses. Theseers may arise due to financ
limitations, social norms, lack of training, and restricdedess to markets and technol

Barrier Explanation
Financial Constraints Difficulty in obtaining loans and investment cat
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Barrier Explanation

Limited knowledge of management, marketing,

Lack of Training technolog

Social and Culturg

. Traditional roles and family expectatic
Barriers

Limited Market Access |Difficulty in reaching customers and expanding neds

Work-Life Balance Managing family responsibilities along with busig

Limited Networking Fewer professional contacts and business supportrsy

Despite significant progress in women entreprerepysvarious financial, social, at
institutional barriers continue to restrict womeful participation in business activitie
Addressing thesehallenges through better policies, training praggaand financie
support can significantly improve the growth of wen-led enterprises.

Role of Women Entrepreneurs In Economic Growth AndDevelopmen

Key Role Description Impact on Economy and
Society

Employment Women  entrepreneurs  establReduces unemployment &

Generation businesses that provide jobs to ski|lincreases income opportuniti

and unskilled worker

Economic Growth |Womer-led enterprises contribute |Increases national income ¢
production, trade, and servijstrengthens the econor

activities
Innovation and|Women introduce new idegEncourages competition a
Creativity products, and business models in|improves product qualit
market
Industrial Women errepreneurs participate |Expands different industries a|
Diversification sectors such as manufacturing, rejsupports balanced econor
food processing, handicrafts, gdevelopment.
services
230
* Relish Publications, > raavipublications@gmail.com
Amrapali Apartment, Canal Road,
Baramati (MS) India. Pin- 413102 9665841996




-
RAAVI

%
%, &
e E &
v gmo w®

ISSN:3108-253X
Special Issue -,
Pemraj Sarda College, Ahilyanagar

Yy 4
RAAVL — An International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research
Key Role Description Impact on Economy and
Society

Rural and Regional

Many women start enterprises in ry

Promotes rural development &

confidence

Development areas using local resources {reduces migration to citie
traditional skills

Social Entrepreneurship helps ~ wom Improves decisic-making powe

Empowerment achieve financial independence gand gender equty in society.

Poverty Reduction

Income generated from womr-owned
businesses supports family welf:

Improves education, healthca
and living standard

Community
Development

Women entrepreneurs contribute
local economic activities and soc
progress

Strengthens community grow
and sustainable developme

Women entrepreneurs contribute significantly to necoic growth and developme
through employment generation, innovation, ruraveli@oment, social empowerme
and poverty reductiorheir active participation in entrepreneurshipsgteens both th
economy and society.

Strategies For Promoting and Strengthening Women Bmnepreneurship In India

1.

Improved Access to Financ

Women entrepreneurs should be provided with easieess to lins, subsidies, ar
financial assistance. Banks and financial instiugi should simplify loan procedures ¢
offer special credit schemes for women entrepres.

2.

Entrepreneurship Training and Skill Development

Training programs should be organized tvelop managerial, technical, and marke
skills among women. Skill development initiativegpported by institutions such as 1
Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises caelp women gain the knowled
required to run successful busines
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3. Awareness of Government Schem

Many women are not aware of the government progrdessgned to support thel
Awareness campaigns and workshops should be cadltwtinform women about schen
like the Standdp India Scheme and the Prime Minister's Enyment Generatio
Programme.

4. Access to Technology and Digital Skil

Women entrepreneurs should be encouraged to adgtaldtools, ~commerce
platforms, and modern technologies. Digital litgrggwograms can help them expand ti
businesses and reaclder market:

5. Mentorship and Networking Opportunities

Creating mentorship programs and business netwoakshelp women entreprene!
share experiences, gain guidance, and build professrelationships that support busin
growth.

6. Market Access andMarketing Support

Government and private organizations should prowmdeketing support, trade fairs, a
online platforms to help women entrepreneurs preniogir products and services effectiv

7. Supportive Infrastructure

Providing common workspac: business incubators, and industrial clusters cdp
women entrepreneurs establish and grow their emdeg

8. Social Support and Work-Life Balance

Encouraging family and community support for wonertrepreneurs can help the
balance business responkilas with family duties, thereby increasing thearticipation in
entrepreneurship.

Conclusion

Women entrepreneurship development in India playsahrole in promoting econom
growth, employment generation, and social empowetm&omen entreprenrs create job
opportunities for many individuals, especially imall-scale industries, service sectors,
rural enterprises. Their businesses help increasuptivity, innovation, and competitivene
in various industries.
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With proper policy suppo! financial assistance, and skill development prog:

women entrepreneurs can overcome the challenggsfabe and successfully establish
expand their enterprises. Government initiatives iastitutional support from organizatio
such as the Minisy of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises providairtiing, financial aid
and guidance to help women develop their entrepiréadecapabilities

Furthermore, women entrepreneurship promotes finhmedependence and improv

the social status of women Bsociety. It also contributes to poverty reductsomd enhance
the living standards of families and communitiesic&raging women to participate
entrepreneurship will not only empower them butoalsad to balanced and sustaine
economic developménTherefore, strengthening women entrepreneurghipssential fo
building a more inclusive, innovative, and prospereconomy in Indi
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